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1.0 Introduction

1.1 The site 1.3 Location map

Kepa Bush Reserve is situated on the south-facing slope
between Kepa Road and Pourewa Creek in Orakei, 6km south-
east of the city. The reserve is located within the Tamaki
Ecological District. It covers 14 hectares and was established
in 1962 when Auckland City Council purchased it from St Johns
Theological College. Kepa Bush Reserve described as Lot 1 DP
49361, is currently held in fee simple by the Auckland Council
as an unclassified reserve and subject to the provisions of the
Reserves Act 1977.

With the exception of the Hillsborough-Blockhouse Bay coastal
strip, the Kepa Bush Reserve is the largest piece of native bush
on the Auckland isthmus (Gardner 2009), and one of the last
remaining areas of urban forest in the city. The reserve is
largely covered by mature remnant coastal forest and forms an
important part of a green belt stretching from Orakei to Glen
Innes.

Acccess to the reserve is from 9 Colenso Place, between 251 and
255 Kepa Road and from 35 Thatcher Street.

1.2 Project scope

Given the high ecological significance of Kepa Bush Reserve, the
intent of this plan is to improve the ecological functioning of
the reserve, through increasing connectivity to other areas of

ecological value within the wider landscape. S . Orakel Ly e 1
This plan will be developed in collaboration with Ngati Whatua - Ei;lng _” -{ s .___ g ,_-,-._ I = e
Orakei (NWO), the community and stakeholder groups. It aims R y ry . T =
to: st joseph’s
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*  articulate the vision for the reserve g e i (OraKsi) = -,.‘-

: , , - s - Y
*  outline the reserve’s ecological context and significance - i

*  align with existing and proposed developments, including:
- Auckland Transport's ‘Orakei Spine’ cycleway
- the Pourewa Valley management plan being developed

by NWO
LEGEND oo : ] . 1 e i R . sy, PR
) . i f '] . . na Ptk WL e . . ¥ Reserve
’ Site Location m====  Main Roads ) : . : : Y g -~
@® Community mms Railway | g | : i - J - : : 3 e ' S, - - St Johns
Facilities ] LT, R - ; ; 3 Bush
Wildlife movements | . " - - '
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2.0 Statutory context
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The Auckland Unitary Plan - extracted from Auckland Council GIS

Kepa Bush Reserve described as Lot 1 DP 49361, is currently held in fee
simple by the Auckland Council as an unclassified reserve and subject to the
provisions of the Reserves Act 1977.

Kepa Bush has Conservation Zoning under the Unitary Plan. The ecological
importance of this area of habitat is underlined by its status as a Significant
Ecological Area (SEA) and a ‘Tranche 2 Biodiversity Focus Area’. There are New
Zealand Archaeological Association sites associated with Maori Occupation
within the reserve.

Cycling is prohibited in Kepa Bush Reserve.
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3.0 Recent site history
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2016 aerial photo
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4.0 Existing site photographs
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South-eastern reserve entry View towards Purewa Cemetery from one of the lookout points
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Wayfinding signage ~ Mangrove lined Pourewa Creek at the reserves southern boundary

Grave[path Boardw[k
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5.0 Review of related plans and projects

5.1 Proposed Development Projects

The Pourewa Valley has two significant development projects

in the planning stages, which will affect Kepa Bush Reserve:

*  ‘'Orakei Spine’ cycleway
Led by Auckland Transport, the Orakei Spine cycleway
proposes a shared path running between Glen Innes and
Orakei. When completed it will run all the way from Glen
Innes, through the Pourewa Valley, around the Orakei
Lagoon to Tamaki Drive. The project is due to be delivered

in four sections. Section two runs along the southern side
of Pourewa Creek.

*  Pourewa Valley masterplan led by Ngati Whatua Orakei
Currently underway.

5.2 Community Projects

A number of community groups currently carry out weed
and pest control and restoration planting within the reserve,
including:

*  Eastern Bays Songbird Project

*  Friends of Kepa Bush

*  Friends of Pourewa Valley

5.3 Planned Council Renewals Projects

* Kepa Bush path renewals - planned for 2017/2018
Maintenance, repairs and upgrades to parts of the track
network to address areas that are a health and safety risk
and to minimise damage to vegetation, or control erosion
and run-off

*  Signage upgrades - all signage to be upgraded 2017/2018,
developed in conjunction with Ngati Whatua Orakei and
John La Roche, on behalf of Friends of Kepa Bush

Tracks and signage upgrades beginning soon.

5.4 Ecological Input

Consultants were commissioned to provide ecological input
into the Kepa Bush Integrated Plan to increase the connectivity
of Kepa Bush to other areas of high ecological value within the
wider landscape. It provides recommendations for inclusion into
the plan, including:

1. Mapping and descriptions of vegetation and habitats
present.

2. Ecological values, vegetation and habitats.

3. Opportunities to enhance ecological functioning and
connectivity of Kepa Bush.

Refer to appendices.

Kepa Bush Reserve in relation to ‘Orakei Spine’ cycleway and Orakei Greenways

_____

{___! Kepa Bush Reserve
L o 4 Proposed Auckland Transport ‘Orakei Spine’ cycleway

€&=> Proposed Orakei greenways connection*

Illllllb

Proposed Orakei greenways connection*
(walking route only - cycling prohibited in reserve)

Meadowbank Railway Station

Proposed Selwyn Railway Station

* Greenways routes are taken from the Orakei Greenways Plan
(Adopted August 2016). These routes show an aspirational long
term network. The final location of these paths is dependent on
a range of factors including permission from landowner(s) and
feasibility (contours, access, timing/staging, funding and related
projects).



‘Orakei Spine’ cycleway map and visualisation Track upgrades plan

Date Amendment

3/03/17 | Section Aand C
16/03/17_| Show reroute

----- Section A Track upgrade location

----- Section B Track upgrade location

Section C Track upgrade location

----- Section D Track upgrade location

Decommision track

Existing tracks (no works)

7] Recorded Archaeological Site
& PREPARED FOR PROJECT TILE SCALE s IW‘e FEB. 2017
a Frame Group Limited Plan Scale 1:2000 @ A3 -
L PO BOX 147211, PONSONBY, AUCKLAND 1144 w Pt KEPA BUSH STAGE 2 2017 OVERALL PLAN - G
Auckland Transport visualisation of ‘Orakei Spine’ Cycleway rail crossing near Purewa Cemetery PORA  LDVEL2 16 COLEGEHLL AUGKUNDNZ Lo TRACK UPGRADE D T =
| 00 |_ B

Auckland Council Kepa Bush Track upgrades overall plan

Signage upgrades
. Signage icons

Plinth entrance sign Pole sign Double bollard sign Interpretive signs
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6.0 Site analysis

6.1 Existing park assets and circulation

POLREY S CREEK
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i Site boundary

Pathway

Boardwalk

Footbridge

Primary park entrance
Secondary park entrance
Platform

Existing signage

Existing park bench
Existing picnic table
Existing bin

Stream

Existing specimen trees
Existing indigenous forest
Existing lawn areas
Existing bus stop

Existing bus route



Existing park asset photographs
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Boxed steps Timber culvert Boardwalk Deteriorated signage at park entrance
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6.2 Hydrology and Vegetation
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Site boundary
Existing paths/tracks
Exisitng boardwalks
Footbridge

Overland flow path
Flood prone area

Flood plains

coastal broadleaved forest (WF4)
Existing mangrove forest and scrub (SA1)
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[  Existing pohutukawa, pariri, broadleaved forest /
|

[ Existing exotic scrub (ES)

|

Platform

The reserve is almost completely covered in indigenous
vegetation and is characterised by native coastal forest grading
into a tidal estuary along the banks of Pourewa Creek.

POUREWA RESERVE g L 3 Two gullies dominated by ponga-mamaku tree and fernland
support watercourses approximately 350m long that empty
into the upper estuarine reaches of the Pourewa Creek. The
watercourses are of high quality and support indigenous fish
species such as the banded kokopu, shortfin eel and bullies.

POIUREW A CREEK




